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Scholars and Friends: Rabbi 
Jehiel Jacob Weinberg and 
Professor Samuel Atlas 


Any history of the Torah u-.Madda plrilosophy iiiilsL include R. Jehiel 
Jacob Weinberg (18t>4-iy66). As one of the outstanding Talmudist* 
and poskirN of this century, who was equally at home in modern Jew- 
ish scholarship as in traditional Torah learning, lie is almost unique. 
Not so well known is that R. Weinberg also had one of the most ex- 
tensive and wide-ranging correspondences of any gadol be-Yismd. 
Although many of these letters me of lasting value, particularly .signif 
icanl is R. Weinlrcrg's correspondence with Professor Samuel Allas, 
probably his closest friend. 

R, Weinberg first met Atlas in the early 1920's in Lithuania, and 
from tl lilt time on they became very close. Before World War TI they 
also corresponded. buL lhe.se letters were destroyed in the German 
Iwmbing of London. 1 However, when Atlas published iiiddusbei ba- 
Rabad on Bava Kamma (London, 1940), he was able to include Wein- 
berg's many important notes. What makes the Weinberg Adas corre- 
spondence, and friendship, so significant is dial Atlas was a professor 
al the Reform Hebrew Union College, This fact is enough to raise 
one's attention, for it is very unusual for a gadol to even be friendly — 
not to mention on inLimaLe terms — wilh instructors at such institutions, 
When one resizes that it was only with Atlas that R. Weinberg felt 
comfortable in revealing his innermost thoughts, feelings, and fruslm- 
lion.s, 2 iL liecomcs apparcnL Lbal wc are confronted wilh a relationship 
the likes of which is unknown in the history of gpdoki Yismol. 
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While R. Weinberg had a completely negative view of the Reform 
movement, believing it to be akin lo Christianity, his atiitude towards 
individual Reform labbis was very different. He recognized that many 
of these rabbis were positively serving Lhe Jewish community and he 
treated them with respect. Significantly, unlike many of his col- 
leagues, he was not pliilosopbirally opposed Lo his students becom- 
ing members of the AUgem&ner Rahbinvtverband which comprised 
rabbis ol all denominations and was the pre-war German equivalent 
of the current New York Board of Rabbis. 5 

There is a great deal which can be said about these letters, and I 
have dealt with Lhem in my dissertation 1 and forthcoming biography 
of R. Weinberg. Here I present in translation from the Hebrew signifi- 
cant selections from these letters, which give us a glimpse into the 
inner thoughts of this modem Orthodox sage. Among the many inter - 
esting things readers will notice, two are of particular significance, 
The first is It. Weinberg's great pessimism about the ciuiracier and 
fate ot the Jewish people. This aspect of R. Weinberg’s personality is 
found throughout his correspondence and hints to it are also forth- 
coming in his public writings. The other interesting aspect, which 
because of its sensitive nsuure is not found in his letters to other 
scholars, and probably could never 1 have been expressed to most of 
his Orthodox colleagues, is Weinberg’s Thoughts about areas of 
Jewish law which discriminate againsi Gentiles. In his great honesty, 
he could not deny that these laws troubled him to his core, but 
because of his great loyalty to tradition, he could not reject them. 
Herein lay the tension, which was particularly wrenching being that it 
was not merely a theoretical concern since R. Weinberg had a very 
dose friendship with a non-Jew, his teacher Paul Kahle. Again., it 
hardly needs to be said that such a close friendship with a non-Jew is 
also very unusual in the history of gedotei Yisrael. In this regard, it is 
worth quoting a jxrssage from his leiier to Kahle after the death of 
the latter's wife, as it shows R. Weinberg's sensitivity to Gentile piety. 

Whenever [ had the chance to meet with her, I was strongly 
impressed by her deep religious devotion, her calm nature and her 
solid judgmem— the fundamental qualities of a strong, great 
woman. The death of tills noble, pious Christian woman, besides 
being a tragedy' for her own family, has a historic resonance as 
well. She was one of the few German women, perhaps Lhe only 
one, who found the courage to defy the criminal regime where it 
counted, committing herself to the protection of the innocent vic- 
tims of persecution, la the Israeli newspapers her heroic deeds 
have been recounted and praised, and 1 am certain that many 
among us cherish grateful memories of her, 5 
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'i"he Weinberg- Aiks correspondence is stored in a restricted collec- 
tion in Che Jewish Theological Seminary of America, and I thank the 
library of the Seminary and Mrs. Samuel Atlas for giving me permis- 
sion to make use of Lhis collection. 

December 24, 1946 

Tl b impossible for me to describe m words my great joy at receiv- 
ing your letter. It is the first sign of life which I received from you 
after many years of separation. Tn the meantime, 1 was totally re- 
moved from life and viewed myself as having departed this world. I 
did not have even a small hope tliat I would rise up from the grave 
in which I was buried. And ihcn came your wonderful letter, a voice 
from the world before the destruction, bringing joy to my frozen 
heart. It is as if l r m dreaming. I read and reread your letter and am 
coming to believe thaL, in Lml.h, not all life has been destroyed. A 
remnant still survives, Perhaps 1 shall once again be part of the living. 

My family, my sisters and their families and everything Lhev had, 
my' brothers and their families, my other relatives, close and distant, 
have been totally destroyed. Only one sister remains in Hartford with 
her huslwnd md children. They were able to escape from the land of 
blood (Germany] before the war. I also have some relatives in Ameri- 
ca, relatives who went their own ways decades before the war and 
with whom 1 have never had any relationship, They are now writing 
to me, dying to establish a connection. It appears tliat this is duo to a 
feeling of pity on their Ixdialf, and because of this their letters are noL 
able to provide me w'iLh even a drop of comfort. 

March 2.% 1947 

"With great joy 1 received your book. Your edition of the Rabad [on 
Ru.va Kammd: London, 19-JO] makes a great impression. Your hid- 
dushitn and notes excel in their clarity and profundity, It must have 
made a wonderful impression in the world. 1 thank you for including 
my notes and Llrereby attaching my name to the work of one of the 
great Rishvwim^ . . . Regarding my trip Lo America, il has been 
delayed by my sickness, After Passover 1 will begin to prepare for it, 
Tn truth, I hesitate greatly. I fear this crass and tumultuous land. 1 feel 
loathing when 1 brow.se through newspapers and magazines and 
encounter the exaggerations and the vociferous declarations. In Erez 
Yisracl my students and friends press me to go there. They promise 
me good possibilities, but T see that the Land of Israel is becoming a 
Hebrew version of America, Also there ''advertising 1 ' rules. "Oeonim” 
sprout up there as grass in the field. Those who were emissaries of 
[he veshivol and unimportant masbgibim have overnight become 
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outstanding gctmim The partisan extremism also poisons the atmos- 
phere, Whoever isn't a fighting tea lot must of necessity be a flatterer 
and crawl at the ieet of the powerful in order in survive. 'Hie filLfi of 
thi: jfalut is becoming more powerful, and there is no e«:ai>e for 
those who are refined This is the emotional reason behind mv hesi- 
La Lions, here T am removed from ail the iraudulence. 

August 4, 1948 

I have notliing against, printing niy article in the jubilee volume for 
Kav Za'ir [Chaim Tchernowitzl. We are all obligated in his honor, lie 
was Lhe first, in Russia, to develop critical investigation of the Talmud 
and poskim. lie broughL scientific undcrsLundirig of this ancient litera- 
ture to Those in the field of Hebrew law, who [previously! knew only 
'song'i and stories 17 or [engaged in) poor journalism which lacked all 
talent. Fven though I disagree with him in many basic issues, and a 
number of points in his hooks deserve eriiicism, 1 don't shut my eyes 
before his greaL importance as a sage and writer in Israel. Also, even 
when he differs with accepted views, he does so with respect, awe, 
and a pure and faithful heart. . . , 

You must iiave studied m depth my article which is in your posses- 
sion. 'I he article sheds light not only on the historical conditions in die 
days of tile Mishnah, but is an in-depth study of die Talmud's perplex- 
ities and illustrates a proper mode of research. Talmudists from the 
old school and so-called modern TalmudLsLs of the sort at the Hebrew 
University and others ot this variety will not understand this article. 
Very few will be able to appreciate it properly, and for these few. in 
which you my friend arc included. 1 write and work. 

I saw a few' “diplomats” here during the time of lhe world con- 
gress. 7 'ihey cry and express regret over the troubles of our people, 
and enjoy all lhaL is good in first-rale hotels. Their faces are like Lhose 
of pig-breeders.* We are guilder than any other peopled Have you 
read my article on Heizli™ In it I also sjxiak of the strength and holi- 
ness of the warriors of Israel in the land of Israel — my only comfort. 

August 22, 1948 

Your article "llaaramah Mishpatic,'” made an excellent impres- 
sion. It is a combination of profound logic and sharp criticism, and a 
good illustration that not all who wish to adopt the litle “talmudic 
researched' can do so. A scientific-critical sense Is not enough. Pro- 
found traditional talmudic learning is an essential prerequisite for crli- 
ical research, 
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Slpiembar 20, 1948 

During my researches T used . . ,'s book on the Mishnali and saw 
Lhal most of it Is fraudulent and Full of plagiarisms (heave ti is be- 
tween us! 12 ), I was shocked lo .see how he craftily uses the works of 
others and puts a slightly different spin on ihe material he Ct>ok from 
Frankel, I. H. Weiss, Ilalevy and Hoffmann, He a as as if he made 
new discoveries, and the readers don r i sense iL. 

in general, we arc afflicted with a despicable charlatanism which 
is not found among any other peoples. When 1 see this 1 become de- 
pressed and ask myself: "For whom am T working?" . . . Furthermore, 
in the new Hebrew state they give out high positions only lo friends 
and people who know how to flatter properly. _ . , The Jewish world 
lias always acted and will continue to act in this fashion. 

You are in doubt as to whether Kav £a ; i r is besL descritred as a 
wriLer or a scholar. One can make from him twenty professors tor the 
Hebrew' University. The prattler [Joseph] Klausnoi did not reach his 
ankles and the oihcr "sages," who are they? It is true that he did not 
analyze the sources with a critical-philological method, buL no one 
compares lo him when it comes to describing events and phenomena 
in i\ historical -philosophical spirit. The naLions of the world know 
how fo distinguish between different fields of study, but we, a poor 
and weak nation, request original genius from everyone. There is 
also the matter of the abhoirent belittling which is common among 
us. [Jacob] Klatzkin, of blessed memory, belittled all our writers and 
philosophers, while others regarded ltim as insignificant. Also, every- 
one is jealous of the other. In truth, everyone has some measure of 
achievement, but they must be described in a fashion which suits 
i hem, rather than characterizing them as something they are not, 

January 14, 2954 

Dr, Heschel surprised me with a letter in which he mentions his 
“sin” [of not wrilingl and apologizes, , , He also gave me his articles 
and pamphlets such as Pikuah Nesbamab INew York, 19^91, “It. 
Geishon KoLtiver." 13 "Ha-He'emin ha-Rambam she-7.akhah li-Ne- 
vuah," ,s and others, lie certainly has a wonderful writing style and a 
strong poetic feeling, but 1 doubt that this is ‘philosophy. ” He 
appears to follow m Bubers footsteps and tmliellishes his writing 
with a fancy style. I question whether the Hebrew Union Colley,? An- 
nual should have primed a large study on R. C.ersbon Kotover, w r ith 
a large number of footnotes and oilier scholarly apparatuses. Who 
was R. Gersbon Kotover? Hie brother in law of the Saal Shem Tov, 
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and this, and no mure, i.s his only .significance. The stories about him 
arc apocryphal, of the same genic as the stories in Shivbei ha-B&,ht. I 
am concerned lhat Dr. I lest he l is wasting his time and -strength iii 
'‘scientific study,' producing a detailed and boring study of the life of 
R. (.jei.sfion Kotover. People make use of Lhe scholarly approach for 
insignificant mailers. 

March 7, 1956 

Tn general, I see lhat you judge others from a subjective stand- 
point. You are pan of two worlds, You arc a philosopher and a tal- 
niudie researcher, something not everyone is able to achieve. L, [Saul 
TdebermanJ is a commentator in accordance with ihe simple sen.se. 
and he has a feel for proper interpretation He knows how to make 
use of the entire Talmudic literature, the rabbinic and scientific, in his 
commemtaty, ile does not have a sweep of vision nor does he con- 
sider all the problems in one survey. He confines himself to establish- 
ing texts and cxaci interpretation. Such a confining task is good for 
him and the world, for through it he contributes greatly with his 
many books. Professor Tchernowili: of blessed memory was — or 
wanted to be — a philosophical hi.sLorian. lie failed because of his 
false imaginings which detracted from his scholarly method. 

1 strongly rejecLed the offers from the new university [Bar TlanJ mid 
Ihe new rabbinical seminary. 1 ’ At my age T cannot involve myself in 
disputes, and the roshai yeshitjab, wiLh the Rabbi of Brisk IR Isaac: 
Ze ev Snloveitchikl hi. their head, have begun sending out letters of de- 
nunciation against this [proposed] seminary. ^ Furthermore, the de- 
cisive power there will iiol be me but the heads of the [MizrachU party. 

May 5, 795 7 

I have noticing to add to what I have previously written \Sendet 
Esh, Vol. 2. 19R-9P], and you needlessly auempted to explain your 
words, I did not express disagreement with your logic, w r hich is very 
good, buL only stated that you cannoL insert it as an "explanation 11 — 
not in the Mishnah, the Jerusalem Talmud, or Ma Imoriides. You are 
not a teacher at one of the yeshivot and do not need lo show' your 
sharpness. Rather, you should explain in a scientific fashion and in 
accordance with the simple meaning, 

August 7, 7957 

I received your letter and am sorry tfnl T will not have the further 
opportunity lo spend time with you and enjoy the company of you 
and your esteemed wife. I lack people W'ho are close to my heart and 
with whom 7 can speak as ] wish Here J am totally alone. Even 
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though there ure many people who listen to my words, and are full 
of praise for me, they are in my eyes like the buzzing of flies, A 
decree of spiritual and emotional exile has been placed on me. I am 
afraid lo go to the Land of Israel, '.there are different worlds there, 
which reject and hate one another. T am part of two worlds, and 
■which one should 1 choose w r hen 1 go there? In the end, I will have 
to remain in solitude. Therefore, it Is boiler for me to be alone in an 
empty desen than in a noisy and raucous atmosphere. 

It is true that work causes one to forget about the world, but it also 
removes one from life. Our Sages have said that the words of Torah 
are not firmly held except by one who kills himself for it Uk-rakbat 
6HbJ. The meaning Lot this passage] is ll death' : as related to ‘natural 
life.'’ ■'Natural life" means to enjoy Lhe beauty of nature, l4 how beauti- 
ful is this tree etc 11 [Avot 3:9J. Our Sages said, “companionship or 
death” [Ta'anit 23a], What Is companionship? To engage in xophisiry 
with insignificant people or with those who are like wild animals? 
Moral, enlightened people and intellectuals with clear insight are not 
in my company, 1 am full of hopelessness and pain at the Joss of life, 

and there is no one with whom I tan even share my pain. 


September, 19, 1957 17 

We continue to be orphaned, our l»est friends have passed away. . 

. . T have never heard of Professor Israel Qetlan, but every great man 
who dies leaves a vacuum. Who can replace Dr. Il,er>] Baeck? When 
they are alive we criticize them and search for faults, but when they 
die we fed what we Jiave lost, 

1 am very distressed at the great fanaticism which iias increased in 
sLrcngLh in the Orthodox carup. Read the last issue of Hct-Mct'or 
[TamU7:, 5717] and see l.he blindness which is afflicting it fi.e.. the 
Orthodox), 'lhe Satmar rebbe forbids studying Hebrew and others say 
chat the formation of the Hebrew state was a sin which cannot t>e 
repented for. Tn Sbc'arim 1^0 Av, 5717, p. 21, one writer protested that 
R. Saul Lieberman was given the Rav Kook Prize, due to the fact that 
he works with the Reformers. See the article; you will enjoy it. On 
the one hand, they proclaim every "rebbe, 1 ' whom everyone knows is 
not outstanding in Torah knowledge, as gao*t and ro$b kot benei hu- 
golab. For the members of Agudah, every unimportant rabbi who 
joins them is considered a great gaon 

In Sbe'arim, they proclaimed a ban against participation in the 
Congress for Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. 16 On the other hand, they 
argued, why didn't they [the organizers] invite the geonim in Israel 
and the Diaspora, who know so much more than all the lacadcmid 
scholars of Israel and the Diaspora? They made this argument to 
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f’rotessor l Ben Zionl Dinur, and he responded that the rabbis are not 
involved with academic studies of Judaism, JTiey poured ignorant 
scorn on this answer. I see LhaL in the end chore will be a split in the 
body of the nation, They also invited me to come to the Congress and 
senL me an airplane ticket, but due to my weak health 1 was prevent- 
ed from going. However, in Jerusalem ii was publicized that. T in- 
tended to come, and 1 was fltxxJcd with letters strongly urging me not 
tn come and participate in a gathering of deniers and heretics. L did 
not pay attention to these warnings and sent a letter or blessing and 
apology (hat I could not come:. This letter was read in public J) . . . 

The spiritual sljilc in alt circles brings sadness and hopelessness. T 
have bitter thoughts about the very' existence of (he nation and its 
hopes for rhe future. The ernire world hares us. We assume tlnit this 
haLred is due to the wickedness of the nations, and no one stops lo 
ihink that perhaps we also bear some guilt. We regard all the nations 
as Similar to an ass. It is forbidden to save a Gentile.™ h is forbidden 
CO offer him free medical treatment, 23 it is forbidden to violate the 
Sablxith lo save his life/' 1 his sexual intercourse does not render a 
woman forbidden to her husband according to R. Tain 2 - because 
their issue is hki the issue of homes* Can the nations resign them- 
selves to such a deprivation of rights? It is permitted ix> deceive a 
Gentile and cancel his deb^’ as well as forbidden to return his lost 
object!^ What can we do? Can we uproot our Torah teaching with 
apologetic formulae or clever deceptions, God knows that I have 
written this with the blood of iny heart, the blood of my soul. 27 

Ducember jty 

My lesponsuiri [Sertdet Esb, Vol. 3, #25] concerning women whose 
husbands apostadze was "daring." \ was worried chat the mahtnirim, 
who like to wear the crown of “righteousness. 11 would attack me, but 
many of Lhe leading sages agreed with me. . . . last summer my sister 
from Hartford with her two sons visited me. None of die sons know' 
anything about Judaism. They are Americans through and through, 
even though they regard themselves as good Jew's. One of them said 
to me seriously, "'God doesn’t mind whaL one puts into bis stomach. 
The important thing is the heart, and the Jew, as wilh all people, has 
to be a decent man who involves himself in making the world a bet- 
ter place. '■ 1 would lx.- very giateful if you could invite my nephew, 
wbo is now at Lhe university in New' York, to your house, so that he 
could hear from you words of wisdom about Judaism and its place in 
the world of the spirit. 
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October 16, 195 9 

Dr, Segal from New York came here and brought regards from 
you. Tic Lold ine [linL you and your household arc well. 1 visited this 
Liberal rabbi in his hotel and was thrilled to see that he is a wonder- 
ful man, honest in heart and mouth. I tiave already quipped before 
the men who surround me that this Liberal rabbi causes a "hillul 11a- 
shttmP because in turn we see tliat one can be an upsuinding and 
noble man, full of the spirit of love for Israel, its Torah, and its lan- 
guage, even if one does not belong to the community of zealous Ha- 
sidim and is not punctilious about laws and customs. Yet with those 
fervent zealots we see the opposite, 

February 24, i960 

Your letter made me very happy I always read your letters with 
special enjoyment since they are invariably full of wisdom and under- 
standing, my only pleasure in life. Here I am completely isolated. 1 
liave “admirers,'" as it were, bill no one wil.h whom 1 can have even 
an insignificant, non-boring conversation. There is no one to look 
after me: and my needs. Thank God 1 have more ImoneyJ than L need, 
hut i here is no one to look after me and make use of this money on 
my behalf. The tine tiling that keeps me going Is that people write to 
me from all over the world. Even die rabbis in America present me 
with their queslions, and T am busy writing responsa. This is a diffi- 
cult task, but one which causes me lo forget my loneliness and over-, 
look my feelings of despair and doubt, 

f read the papers which arrive from Israel and America and see the 
fraudulence, hypocrisy and flattery which Fills our world. For exam- 
ple , , . certainly was talented and had a great memory, but his , . , 
behavior was disgusLing. YeL the writer Agnon tore his garment at the 
open grave, owing loudlv, and ihe wriLer fliarukhl Kurzwcil wrote 
about him ihat his "righteousness” compared to the Hafez Hayvirn of 
blessed memory and his brilliance to the Vilna Gaon. in Israel flattery 
is used in an exaggerated and ugly way. Concerning the rabbi of 
Eressburg [R. Akiva defer] of blessed memory, the Hungarians wroic, 
"Jiosb kol tettiai haj>olab, as one of the early geonim, holy of holies 
etc etc ” Why all this? 

On the other hand, they demean all who are not in their group in a 
murderous fashion. Tn Ha-Ma'or, which appears in New York, they 
wroLe tliat Dr. [Simon] Federbush and the mibijiry chaplain. R. 

Shlomo Goren, arc heretics, sinners who cause others to sin. i wrote to 
the editor asking where he found permission for the sms of k isbofi ha- 
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ra ; public embarrassment, and libel, and wliat did he reply* The Torah 
did not cover up the sins of Korah and King David cursed his enemies. 

And now to die ‘sages of Jerusalem.” 1 regard Professor Uifraiinl 
Urbach as a very honorable man, Jfi He truly wages the war for ethical 
standards in the field of academia, What did . . do? — pour unspeak- 
able abuse on him in Sinai.™ Did you read . . ,’s article? Ears have 
never before heard such degrading talk, When I read his article I 
began lo think that if he met hint lUibachl at an inn where no one 
could see anything, he would literally kill him. This arLiele is literally 
murder. . . . The editorial board of Sinai were partners in this despi- 
cable act. Phenomena such as this cause me great pain. I saw' Dr, 
Segal from New York, who is a Reform rabbi, kivyakbol, and he is 
fall of grace, etiquette, simplicity and love of Israel and Judaism. Bui. 
the others jusi use Judaism for their despicable desires. We arc guilti- 
er than any other people! 40 1 have never seen among the wise men of 
tiie nations such unethical ones, . . . 

From Jerusalem Lhey sent me a work entitled Ha-Tomb ve-ba- 
Medinah*' by A. GUlin. In it die author proves Lhai the very existence 
of the .State Is in opposition to our holy Torah, and Lhe revival of 
Hebrew is a desecration of 0111 holy tongue. He brings a proof, When 
one asks in Hebrew "how are you," the reply Li "very good." How- 
ever, when one asks in Yiddish the reply is “blessed be God." Chang- 
ing the diameter of lashon ba-kodesb to Hebrew, he continues, is an 
attempt lo create a substitute For those who are desirous of .some “spir- 
itual cimrent" in order lo fill the vacuum in their heart which is due Lo 
their forsaking the Torah, Do the Catholic extrumisis even have this 
Lype of fanaticism?! My heart shrinks with pain and 1 must stop. . . . 

1 would recommend to Rabbi Soloveitehik not to take die position 
[of chief rabbi of Israeli if he wishes a long life and spiriiual comfort. 
They will embitter his life as they embittered the life ol Rabbi Her- 
zog. What is R. Reuven 1 top doing? Do you know about Lhe great 
Friendship Ixitween me and his father fR. Naftali Tiopl, Lhe man of 
blessed memory? True loveJ 

March 2, 1961 

I am sorry that vour student, Dr. (Julius] Kraveifc, did not find me al 
home, Yout student. (JackJ bernpnrad visited me with his wife and 1 
enjoyed speaking to them. I don't deny that people of [his sort are 
more beloved to me than those who are akin to a '"donkey laden 
with books, ^ yet whose heads are empty and hearts desolate, and 
who are as crafty as foxes. Yet, meeting people such as this raises 
griet and sorrow, doubt and despair. T ask, where is the ethical com- 
bination of Torah and tnizvut? 
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You mentioned ... erf blessed memory. 1 knew him well. For n 
time we were greaL friends. Afterwards 1 separated from him. I could 
not bear his cunning, liven his so called scientific works were full of 
this cunning, by which he covered up his plagiarisms. You will find 
hints to tiiis in my Mebkatim bct-Talmuci. However, 1 judge him fa- 
vorably. It seems that this cunning is a rational cltaraeleristic of ours, 
and this causes the nations of the world io hate us. I have deep 
thoughls concerning this but am afraid in express them orally, all the 
more so to puL them into waiting. 

I am now reading a small book entitled. . . , 1c arouses in me spiri- 
tual revulsion. You must read it and see if Martin Duber and Agncm, 
the preeminent writer, as it wen?, and many other sages and writers 
are correct in greatly praising these rabbis as outstanding religious 
philosophers. We have innumerable geonim. Every meshulab is a 
gaott and zaddik. and everyone with an imagination who knows 
how lo express his thoughts in a literary manner is a philosopher. Yet 
the outside world docs not know r how io evaluate us properly. 'Jhe 
world's hatred of them is due to jealousy over their superiority, of 
course 35 . . . . There is a complete story concerning ihe relationship 
between Rabbi Soloveitchik and R. Hayyini Heller. The former came 
to Berlin to marry R. Hayyini Heller-s daughter. The engagement was 
cancelled and Soloveitcliik fell in love with the woman who is now 
his wife. 11 

January 2, 19C3 

The battle against the Conservatives is being waged by the Ortho- 
dox with great anger. The leader of this battle is ... K, Yehezkel 
Abramsky m London. Rabbi Dr, [Louis! Jacobs, who was set to be 
President of Jews' College and Chief Rabbi [Israeli Brodies replace- 
ment. gave a public lecture in which he stated that the Torah of 
Moses was nc>L written by Moses of blessed memory and that it is a 
collection of documents from different times. The speech was printed 
in Lhe Jewish Chronicle and caused a great tumult in English Jewry. I 
.see that in che end the [JewishJ nation will split into different factions 
The English nation is unified despite its large number of heretics. 'I’he 
English heretics are well-mannered men of cullure ; and do not as- 
sault the feelings of the religious. The religious themselves are not 
quarrelsome. However, among u,s they fight with one another. This is 
one of the reasons why I am afraid to settle in Israel. 

Our Sages decreed that one must not expound Lhe storv of die 
Chariot in public \JIagigab 2: J 1. Scientific investigations must be 
resLricLeci to limited circles. Whai is worst is that we do not tiave reli- 
gious sages who can respond properly. T do not remember an era as 
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lacking in outstanding intellectual and spiritual figures as our era. Wc 
proclaim anyone who can offer fi [titpuf as a gaon, and tire new liter- 
ature declares that every one who has a gcxad writing stvle is a poet 
or the leading writer of Ihe nation. I was asked from Israel to give my 
opinion concerning the apostate [Oswald] Rufeisen (Father III Daniel). 

I did not answer and shall not. The solution to this question lies with 
Ren Cruricm and his crowd, and the more one flatters him the more 
praiseworthy one is,^ 

January 9, 1965 

Confusion reigns in our world. I was told that Professor Heschel 
was in Israel and achieved fame ihere as the religious philosopher 
who who has arisen after iMaimonides and R. Hasdai Crescas. He 
observes the mizuotz nd conducts himself as one: ot' the Hasidim. He 
is the grandson of a great rebt>e. One the other hand, there rs a great 
deal of unfavorable Ltilk ahoui. Professor Dr. [Alexander] Ali.mann, 
according 10 which he is a complete heretic. R. [Ililldl Medalie, previ- 
ously of I^eds and now in Antwerp, visited me and told me that Mr. 
Wechsler, the editor of the Jewish Chronicle, related dint Dr. Akruann 
informed him that he agrees with Dr, Jacobs of London hut does not 
wanL to speak or write on this topic 

Have you read the l>ook of Dr. Jacobs? 16 T have not read it and do 
noL know his heresy, Liming tire dispute with Chief Rabbi brodie, Dr. 
Ilsidor] Gmnteldj a distinguished ilayan who is close to Chief Rabbi 
Brodie s asked me to write a letter supporhng Chief Rabbi Brodie, and 
they would publish h in \\\e. Jewish Chitmicls. I did not comply, | said 
that this is a question of diriei rte/asbol and 1 do not want to judge 
based upon rumor and the conversation of simple people who 
spread rumors without discernment or judgment. 

1 do not believe a compromise is possible between the religious 
and the secularists of Ben Gurion's sort, or beiween Mapai and Pemiei 
Agudai. Yisrael, 

April 4, 1965 

I don't have the strength to put my ideas in writing, so I will say 
just a lew things in praise of your wonderful essay* 7 which is charac- 
terized by .sharp logic arid its ideas arc forrnulaied in a wonderfully 
clear and exact way. In my opinion you should publish this essay as 
a separate booklet for the students of Torah and the scholars of 
Israel. They will enjoy it and learn from you how to formulaic 
lomdishc ideas in precise scientific language. , , 

I do not agree with you that it is preferable to insert a good inten- 
tion into the words of the Talmud and Rishonim, and based on this. 
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establish their words on logical foundations. rather Lhiin being tied to 
cheiT words alone. This was Ihe way of [hose who created hict- 
dusbiiw. hut this is not the way ol [scientific] investigation. The yeshi- 
vn students say: “One doesn't die from a difficulty In the Talmud 
there are many difficulties and problems which can l>e answered in 
other ways, bin. T can’t elaborate now. Why not say that Ihe sugyot 
dispute one another? .Sec Tosafot, Baua Batra '176a, s.v govah. where 
they write this. Maimonides followed this path, and. based upon his 
understanding, sometimes decided in accordance with one of the 
sugyos. This is my opinion in general, but from the standpoint of 
keen logic your essay will astound the reader with your great 
strength in refuting and answering Lpi'oblcmsl wiLh profound logic. 

. . . Therefore, I recommend dial you publish your essay as a sepa- 
rate booklet, and if you do not want to do so. please send me a copy 
of both illy [previous! letter to you as well as Lhis letter, and peiliaps I 
will publish them in the third volume of my book. This volume 
includes matters of Even ba-Ezer and Hoshen Misbpat. and there still 
is room in the section of Hoshtm Misbpat which 1ms not yet been 
completed. Naturally, T will include your comments in your name, 
even though by doing so I will amuse against myself the anger of tile 
complaining zealots, who have not forgiven me for including your 
words in volume 2 of Sendai bub [no. 78|. 

November 75, }9(i $ 

in Switzerland, even among Lhe German jews : the extremist hasi- 
dut has become strong. They despise academic studies and run to 
every rebtje who is dressed in a streimel and whiLc stockings. Also in 
Israel there is an increase in fanaticism and the despising of academic 
.si udies in the yeshivot and circles dose ic> them. 'Ihere are a few psy- 
chological reasons for the strengthening of this spirit. One of Lhem is 
the wish Lo raise up [he destruction of the past, that wdiich was 
destroyed by the Nazis, ijecond. the secular nationalism is empty and 
barren, and those who stand at its head are petty and insignificant. 
Licking any exalted, enthusiastic spirituality. Despite this 1 am plan- 
ning on visiting Israel ihis winrer and seeing if it is possible and 
pn >ptT for Trie io settle there. 

The chief rabbis of Israel treat me with honor. Rabbi [Isser Yehu- 
dahl LJnterman writes me his hiddushim, doubts and problems. He is 
burdened with the duty of defending traditional life. and his mind is 
not free to Lhink deeply about Judaism. In Israel tbrv speak with 
cxoiLemeni about Kabbl Dr. Soloveitchik. He protested against those 
who wish to approach the Vatican and are aitempiing to secure- from 
it words of conciliation with regard to Judaism.*’ 1 
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In my opinion it is fitting to put ail end lo the hatred of (lie reli- 
gions for each oLher, More than Christianity hates Judaism. Judaism 
hales Christianity. There is a dispute LI' stealing from Gentiles is for- 
bidden from lire Torah , ™ everyone holds that deceiving a Gentile and 
cancelling Ills debt is permii.ied.' 51 one is not to return a lost object r.o 
a Gentile, 42 according to R. Turn intercourse with a Gentile does not 
render a woman forbidden to her husband,’ 3 their issue is like the 
issue [of horses/,™ According to Maimonkles, if a Jew has sex with a 
Gentile [woman!, the Gentile is killed because the Jew stumbled into 
sin through her. The law of a Gentile is the same as that of an am- 
mal.' 1 ' 1 Maimonides derived this law on his own. It is not found in the 
Batfi or Yerusbatmi. We must solemnly and formally declare that in 
our day this does not apply. Meiri wroLe as such.' 1 '’ but the teachers 
and ramint whisper in the cars of the students that all this was writ- 
ten because of the tensor. 47 

Undated 

1 am not at fault. In tire past wimer t suddenly became sick and 
the doctors worked with me a great deal, liven though I am now up 
and about. I have not regained my previous strength. T am weak- 
ened, both in my ability to analyze as well us to write in an ordered 
fashion. Most importantly my memory has grcaLly deteriorated. 1 no 
longer remember my novellae, sermons, and my oum teachings. Thu 
doctors say it is old age. This distresses me greatly, I do not want a 
life such as tliis. I greriLly desire to go on aiiyah and spend ihe rest of 
my days there, yet t don't have the strength to make the financial 
arrangements. 

1 am alone and isolated here. I have manv people who icspecL 
and esteem me but no true friends. T have learnt that people befriend 
only those from whom they are able to receive some benefit, 'Ihis is 
pari of man’s nature, as llillel said, “If T am not lor myself, who will 
be lor me" \xivot 1:4J. There are of course exceptions, buL they are 
few and far between. Among the Hasidim, die rebbes conquer the 
hearts of their Hasidim and are the recipients of lheir devotion. They 
hope for the rebbe's assistance in the nexL world, Among [non-hasi 
dic| sages there are students who are devoted to their teachers, who 
warm to then light and feel deep gratitude towards them. However, 
this feeling lasts only when it docs not carry any practical obligations. 

In short, 1 have reached ilu: singe of life when one fights with one- 
self. This is the end of all men. Only the pure righteous onus am ai 
peace with death, because they believe that it is a gateway from life 
to life, from degraded life to exalted life, and even they do not want 
to die. They say about the Vilnu Gaon of blessed memory that he 
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cried greatly when his time came. He explained his crying as follows; 
"In this world one can perform great mizvot with only <1 penttabr 
This is the saying of the latina. "‘Against your will you live/' but 
“agairLSl your will you die" \Avot 4:^9]. Man does not want dcsinic- 
lion, This is one of die forces of life No belief and no philosophy 
can comprehend the feeling of dread in the fane of destruction. 


Appendix 


r>un nora o on m 
iTO’Sw limit ,k ,n -ri 'ana conn ymn -naj 
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Allas. dated January 25, lyA'J, lie iiieiilioiw that tie prevented publication of an 
aiLitk wi Leo Baeclt. ilie prominent Gentian Reform rabbi, which accused the tat- 
lurtii ciillaburaPr^i with llie hfa/.i.s. 
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